[Combination chemotherapy of cisplatin, vincristine and peplomycin for patients with head and neck carcinoma].
The effectiveness of combined CDDP chemotherapy with other anticancer drugs in patients with head and neck carcinoma was investigated. The response rate for COP therapy (CDDP, Vincristine, Peplomycin) was better than those for CDDP administration only or CP (CDDP Peplomycin) therapy for carcinomas of the head and neck. Forty-seven cases treated with COP therapy, were analyzed in detail. (1) Non-treated fresh cases showed a better response than recurrent cases. In other words, the induction chemotherapy is useful. (2) The grade of differentiation of squamous cell carcinoma had no correlation with the response. (3) No relationship between the primary site and the respose rate was detected. (4) Nephrotoxicity was considered to be the dose-limiting factor of CDDP therapy. COP therapy did not show any remarkable side effects. COP chemotherapy is therefore concluded to be effective for the treatment of squamous cell carcinomas of the head and neck.